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EP 09 - on Overcoming Northern Divisions

JEF Europe:

· Determined to deepen and widen the cooperation between the EU, the Baltic Sea countries of the EU and Iceland, Norway and Russia

· Convinced that the Northern Dimension can only reach its full potential if all the Northern States are members of the EU

· Underlining the importance of the EU-Russia relations, especially due to the geographical, economical and cultural proximity between the two

· Recognising the importance of the cooperation between neighbouring EU countries

· Recognising the great amount of regional parliamentary structures, intergovernmental organisations and NGO bodies in the Baltic Sea Area 

· Keeping in mind that the Baltic Sea is the most polluted sea in the world and appreciating the efforts of the EU to protect and enhance the Baltic maritime environment 

· Convinced of the importance of the Second Northern Dimension Action Plan of the EU for the years 2004 – 2006 in order to structure and create continuity the cooperation of the Baltic Sea Region within the EU

· Expressing disappointment that the Northern Dimension does not have its own budget line in the EU causing the cooperation process to function via existing structural funds of the EU (Tacis, Interreg, Phare).

Therefore JEF Europe:

· Urges the European Union Member States to fully recognise the value of the Northern Dimension for the EU politically, socially, environmentally as well as economically 

· Emphasises the importance of deepening the relations of the EU and North-West of Russia

· Advises the EU, the Member States of the EU and Russia to further improve the environmental programs in the Baltic Sea region especially regarding the maritime environment and nuclear safety

· Strongly recommends the Member States of the different Parliamentary Councils in the Northern Europe to restructure and merge the cooperative bodies in order to ameliorate and increase the efficiency of the cooperation between the countries in the region 
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The Young European Federalists (JEF) is a supranational, political pluralistic youth organisation with about 25.000 members in over 35 European countries. The aim of JEF is to work for the creation of a European federation, as a first step towards peace and more free, just and democratic society. Our ideas are spread through international activities and youth exchanges, publications, public actions and co-operation with other youth-organisations. 

JEF is partly financially supported by the European Youth Foundation of the Council of Europe and the European Union.


