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EP 04 - the EU Accession of Turkey

Taking into account the resolution EP01 of the Prague Federal Committee of JEF-Europe in March 2003, the Federal Committee of JEF-Europe, meeting in Oostende in October 2004:

Welcomes the proposal by the European Commission to open EU accession negotiations with Turkey, enabling both sides to lay their cards on the table and negotiate on the concrete issues of accession

Rejects any notion that Turkey could not become a member state of the European Union due to cultural or religious differences with other member states

States its position that the accession of Turkey must be on the basis of objective criteria concerning respect for democracy, the rule of law and respect for human and minority rights that must be the same for any state wishing to join the European Union. Further, the geopolitical importance of Turkey must be at no point be used as an excuse for double-standards concerning these criteria

Additionally underlines its requirement that states must wish to accede to a political community and that citizens should consider themselves to be European and share the political goals, aims and aspirations of the Union. Once the relevant criteria are fulfilled, the final decision as to whether to accede must be in the hands of the Turkish people and their government and on the side of the EU normal procedures apply.

Expresses its positive support for the improvements made by Turkey concerning reforms of its legal system and respect for human rights which have been partly motivated by the quest for EU membership

Considers that the opening of formal negotiations is a vital step on the road towards EU accession but this does not necessarily mean that Turkey will ever meet the required criteria to become a member state of the European Union. Complete compliance with accession criteria cannot be expected at the start of negotiations

JEF-Europe nevertheless:

Recognizes that much more progress is needed before Turkey comes close to the required EU standard of respect for human rights and minority rights

Appreciates that the scale of economic and agricultural reform required to enable Turkey to join the European Union is of a magnitude never before seen in previous accession negotiations

Is profoundly concerned that, in their present form, the EU institutions and EU budgetary provisions would be totally inadequate to be able to incorporate Turkey into the European Union

Acknowledges that the scale of the task for Turkey means that negotiations are certain to take considerably longer than for any previous accession

Firmly rejects the idea of imposing permanent restrictions on the free movement of Turkish citizens if and when Turkey joins the EU 

JEF-Europe therefore calls for:

An objective and rational approach to accession negotiations, avoiding any double standards concerning accession criteria and ratification

A re-intensification of efforts to democratise the European Union, continuing in parallel to accession negotiations, to ensure that federal institutions and budgetary procedures are in place by the time Turkey would be ready to join the European Union.
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