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EP 02:  European Army as a tool to promote peace in the world.

JEF – Europe wants to support the idea of a European Army as a tool to promote peace in the world and an instrument of the future SFSP of the EU.

1.1. We perceive the creation of a sustainable peace in Europe and the world to be one of the fundamental interests of the European Union.

1.2. In times of rapid expansion of local conflicts, intra-statal wars, and terrorism, European Union needs to act as a promoter of peace around the world, by preventing conflicts from escalating and committing troops to peacekeeping and stabilization missions.

1.3. The European Union needs to improve its military capabilities by creating a European Army that will provide defence and security to its citizens. It should also develop its own distinctive approach to warfare that builds extensively on core European strengths related to peacekeeping, post-conflict stabilization, nation-building and counter-insurgency warfare.

1.4. In order to achieve all that, the European Union needs to modernize its defence structures to provide forces relevant for today’s security challenges. The needed enhancements in military capabilities can be developed to a large extent by using existing funds more efficiently and by better allocating current resources instead of directing the bulk of them toward maintaining old fashioned national armies.

1.5. The European Army should be under the control of a European Minister of Defence as part of a European Federal Government. The CFSP should beforehand be reformed accordingly.

1.6. The EU should be able to run high-intensity operations independently of NATO. 
1.7. For European armed forces to act effectively in common they need ability to think in common. This calls for the creation of a European Defence Academy, to provide a common educational basis for the officers from the various European Union countries.

Therefore JEF-Europe:

· Reaffirms its belief that the European Union has an enormous potential in the field of peacekeeping and alternative use of military force.

· Recognizes the symbolic importance of the peacekeeping mission in Macedonia, the first military mission of the European Union, and encourages European Union to take up similar responsibilities in the future.

· Calls upon the EU to form a true European Army to back up its foreign policy goals. Europe will lack credibility on a global stage if it doesn’t have the military strength to back up its policies when swift reaction is necessary.

-   Welcomes the possibility to establish Structured Co-operation in the field of Defence, which is a significant step towards a Single European Army.
· Welcomes the creation of European Defence Agency to coordinate more effectively the work of various institutions involved in European Union armament cooperation, which hopefully will result in harmonisation of European Unions defence spending and equipment procurement procedures.

· Urges the European Union to cooperate closely with the United Nations in its efforts to safeguard peace, uphold the supremacy of international law, and ease human suffering around the world.

· Encourages the European Union member states to set up a permanent pool of military units available on the request of the Secretary General of United Nations for peacekeeping and stabilization operations around the world. 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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