FC Formia - September 2000

 

I - Political background
 

1. A new vision is needed. Europe stands at a historic crossroad. The Euro, enlargement to Central and Eastern Europe and Europe’s role in the new global order pose massive challenges that cannot be dealt with successfully without major reforms of the European Union’s institutions. We have to redefine the spirit, the character, the goals and the institutions of the European Union, by aiming to establishing a real a European Federation including all European countries. 2. The enlargement of the Union to Central and Eastern Europe is a crucial political priority. The enlargement of the Union is not only the completion of the democratic revolution of 1989, but is in fact the completion of the whole European project started 50 years ago with the Schuman declaration. It is a shame that, at the eleventh anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, the citizens of Central and Eastern Europe are still left waiting for accession because the old members states have not been able to reform the Union's institutions and policies. 

 

3. East and West in a European federation. The citizens of Central and Eastern Europe, the majority of whom still see the European Union as a model of peace, democracy and welfare, do not want to join only a single market. The enlargement of the European Union is not supposed to be the extension of a free-trade area but the process of building together, East and West, a common democratic community of values and a strong political community, that only a federation can ensure. 

 

4. Building together an enlarged European federation. As long as the European Union remains dominated by intergovermental cooperation, it remains weak and unable to cope with the challenges of today, distanced from its citizens and not fully democratic. While intergovernmentalism persists, enlargement risks diluting the European Union into a mere free trade area, impossible to govern, and deprived of political cohesion and vision. The challenges ahead can only be successfully faced if Europe goes beyond simple intergovernmental cooperation and re-founds itself as a real European Federation. 

 

5. A European federal Constitution. The two parallel processes of enlarging the Union and reforming the Union’s institutions and policies offer the chance to rethink the future of the European Union and equip it with new means and a new vision. We have the chance to launch an initiative to draft and establish a real European Constitution for a federal Union open to all countries that are willing to join it, West and East. We advocate a Constitution that creates a full democratic and accountable Union, with a real Parliament and a real Government. This will become the symbol and defender of the values and rights of all Europeans. 

 

6. The role of the European Parliament. The European Parliament can become the avant-garde within the Institutions of the European Union by demanding an enlargement of the European Union beyond the current negotiation processes and by supporting those who in the last months have been advocating a European federation and a European Constitution. 

 

 

II - Demands to the European Parliament
 

The Young European Federalists demand that the European Parliament, as the only directly elected representative of European citizens, contribute its utmost to meet the historical challenge of the finalisation of the European project by its enlargement to Central and Eastern Europe and the establishment of a real federal Union.
 

The Young European Federalists urge the European Parliament to act immediately to promote possible initiatives that challenge the slowness and selfishness that is characterising the negotiations for the enlargement of the Union as well as the minimalist approach that is characterising the ongoing Intergovernmental Conference on the reform of the Union. 

 

Particularly the Young European Federalists call upon the European Parliament:
 

1. to redefine and strengthen its position on the enlargement of the Union by advocating a rapid enlargement of the European Union to all countries that are currently negotiating their membership in the Union, 

 

2. to support those political leaders that in the last months have been advocating a European Federation and a European Constitution, as the way to ensure that the European Union is fully prepared for enlargement before the next European elections. 

 

The Young European Federalists urge the European Parliament to take the lead in this process in the current and future applicant countries, and to put pressure on the other EU institutions and the governments of the Member States so that:

 

1. the very clear timetable for the enlargement process set in Helsinki is maintained and that no delay results from domestic power struggles in current member-states. 

 

2. all possible political, financial and organisational support is given to the applicant countries so that they manage to fulfil the accession criteria set in Helsinki in December 1999, 

 

3. negotiations for the accession are open as soon as possible for those European countries which do not even have applicant status yet but are willing to enter into the Union, 

 

4. the European Council meeting in Nice, or those Member States who are willing to, mandate a Convention (composed of members of the European Parliament, the European Commission, and national Parliaments and governments of both the present and the future EU member states) to prepare a federal European Constitution. This Constitution will be presented before the next European elections to all European countries that are willing to accept it. 

