Resolution adopted by The Federal Committee of the Young European Federalists (JEF), meeting in Munich on March 30-31 and April 1

ON TRANSPARENCY IN THE EU

1. reaffirms JEF’s strong belief that the institutions of government in Europe will only be able to serve the interests of the people when they are democratic, federal and open to the people;

2. recalls that JEF’s support for the principle of greater openness in giving more power to the European Parliament (which meets in public) and for open constitutional reform conferences, should be extended also to the Council;

3.recalls many of the historical horrors done by Governments acting “in the name of the people” when allowed to work in secret;

4. therefore welcomes warmly the initiative of the current Swedish Presidency of the Council as a first step in opening up Council meetings;

5. regrets strongly that the current Presidency was prevented by some Member Governments from taking further steps to open up the Council – famously known as a legislature “too secretive to join itself”;

6. further believes that this initiative is a further illustration of how all member countries have a contribution to make to the development of a democratic, federal and effective Europe which serves its citizens;

7. calls upon all Member States, and in particular when acting as the Presidency, to be as open in possible in telling the citizens what is being done in their name;

8. demands that future meetings of the Council should be open, and that in particular Council meetings should meet in public when voting and whenever acting as a legislature, and publish voting records;

9. confirms that openness and transparency of Government must be a fundamental underlying principle of the European Union.

The FC calls upon the Executive Bureau to write an open letter to the Swedish Prime Minister and President and the Head of the Belgian Government, Prime Minister Verhofstadt, congratulating the Swedish Presidency and encouraging the Belgian Presidency to continue in the same vein. 

