Resolution adopted by The Federal Committee of the Young European Federalists (JEF), meeting in Munich on March 30-31 and April 1

ON THE FAILURE OF NICE AND A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION TO DESIGN EUROPE'S FUTURE

1. criticises strongly the results of Nice. 

Democracy, efficiency and transparency are the basis of a successful future of the European Union. In Nice the European Council proved once more, that it is not able to fulfil these aims. A successful Nice treaty would have needed the simplification of decision-making in the European Union and the introduction of qualified majority voting as the general voting procedure. Instead, the heads of government were not willing to abandon pure national interests and they did not show the willingness to progress together in European key issues. Only in theory the European Union is ready for enlargement, but in practise neither democracy, nor transparency have been strengthened. Democratic legitimacy and workability of the EU can only be achieved by establishing separation of powers. Still, the citizens of Europe do not have any chance to decide about the future of Europe. The treaty of Nice shows clearly, that in future, Europe cannot be governed exclusively by members of national governments. In an enlarged Europe, endless decision-making-marathons would not lead to any results. It is time to give the word to the citizens of Europe and their democratic elected representatives. 

2. therefore supports the demands for a European Convention that has to draft a European Constitution and demands:

establishing of a Convention to replace undemocratic and inefficient IGCs. This Convention should start its work at latest in December 2001, after the Laeken Council. In this Convent member countries and applicant countries of the EU should be treated equally. The Convent has to be made up of members of the European Parliament, members of the European Commission, members of governments of the EU and applicant countries, members of the parliaments of the EU and applicant countries, as well as representatives of the Council or Regions and representatives of the civil society. 

3. demands also that the Convention:

a) accelerates the post-Nice process and to finally carry out reforms needed for the accession of new member countries. These reforms should prevent Europe from being paralysed and should prevent new member countries from being second class members.

b) prepares a draft for the Constitution of the European Union. This draft has to show the way from nowadays EU to a democratic European Union of the people. The draft has to lay down structures for a future European federal state, including horizontal and vertical separation of powers.

c) involves the entire civil society in further hearings, additional to their representation in the convention.

After Nice, it is up to the member states and the applicant countries, to establish a Convention as soon as possible and to ask the European citizens for their approval of the drafted European Constitution. 

