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EP 01, ON EUROPE-WIDE REFERENDUM
JEF-Europe:

1. Stresses the need for the European Union to reconnect with its citizens as part of the historic project to create a unified and democratic Europe. The future European Federal Constitution must gain popular support and legitimacy from Europe’s citizens if it is to become the central document defining the direction and structure of the European Union of the future.

2. States its support, in principle, for a Europe-wide referendum to adopt a European Federal Constitution.

3. Believes that only major issues of constitutional reform that significantly alter the structure or direction of the European Union should be put directly to the people.

4. Calls for the provision for Europe-wide referendums on constitutional issues to be incorporated in the treaties by the constitutional Convention. The format of this Europe-wide referendum would require a special majority of both states and the population of the European Union as a whole to adopt the result. The referendum would be held on the same day across the EU, with the same question in asked in all the EU’s official languages. Member states would be bound by the results of the referendum.

5. Expresses disapproval at the current situation of haphazard national referendums, often fought on national issues such as in Ireland over the Nice Treaty. The abuse of referenda on European issues by national governments in order to serve their own domestic policy objectives is detrimental to involving European citizens in the debate on issues of Europe-wide importance and hinders the emergence of genuine European democratic legitimacy.

6. Is concerned that even the idea of 15 national referendums organised on the same day does not enhance Europe-wide democracy that is above the competing interests of nation states, and that such a proposal cannot be described as a Europe-wide referendum.

JEF-Europe therefore resolves to:

7. Continue to primarily focus its work concerning the Convention on trying to push the Convention to adopt a European Federal Constitution, using a combination of lobbying work, networking in the Youth Contact Group, conferences, seminars, website campaigns and public actions.
8. Make every effort to foster federalist positions within the Convention by supporting the federalist intergroup, working closely with our federalist allies, with the goal of establishing a federalist consensus in the Convention.

9. Encourage sections to run model referendums where citizens voice their opinions on the Appeal for a European Federal Constitution, building on the great success of these initiatives in Paris and Ventotene. Such actions are vital as they involve citizens in the debate about the Convention and should be organised within the wider context of Europe Day 2003 when activists take to the streets with the aim of informing the general public about the need for a democratic, federal and enlarged European Union.
