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EP 8 - Resolution adopted by the Federal Committee of JEF Europe meeting in Budapest, 22-24 March 2002 
Resolution “for independent European role in the world”

JEF’s Federal committee

· Reaffirms JEF’s horror and condemnation of the attacks in America on 11th September 2001.

· Reaffirms JEF’s commitment to the universal values of human rights.

· Believes that the people of Europe together share a belief in the importance of values of open, democratic government, inalienable human rights, lifting the majority of the world’s population out of sickness, poverty and war, and preservation of the global environment for future generations.

· Believes that the people and countries of Europe have a right and the duty to act together to promote these goals in the world.

· Believes that almost any imaginable military action again a European country would be a threat to the security of all.

· Believes that the United States of America also have a vital duty to promote international stability and development.

· Believes that the USA conducting its foreign policy on a unilateral basis will lead rapidly to conflict, which among other consequences will directly harm the lives of American citizens.

· Believes the US government’s unilateral repudiation of treaties it has signed or ratified such as the Kyoto Agreement and the Geneva Convention means that it cannot reasonably expect other countries to sign treaties and abide by them, and that this threatens the stable international order based on international law. US government’s continuing policy of implementing “business and national security friendly treaties” will damage the democratic process already developed on international level.

· Believes that continuing implementation of biased dual standards in US’s foreign and security policy can become one of the generators of instability in the world.

· Believes that recent statements and actions by the government of the USA, including the “axis of evil” speech, and the trying through a normal court process of an American citizen detained in Afghanistan while citizens of all other nations are treated differently, and its acceptance of international criminal courts such as ICTY to try citizens of other countries but seeking special exemptions for US citizens, betrays a belief by the current United States government that America and Americans have a higher moral status that other citizens of the world.

And therefore:

1. Calls for the European constitutional Convention to propose constitutional reforms, which will encourage and allow more effective, united, and rapid action by Europe on the world stage.

2. Calls for stronger and firmer support for development and future deployment of a European army, which will have an important role in implementation of Europe common foreign and security policy but not under the umbrella of the NATO.

3. Calls for the existing European institutions to work more closely together on international action in the next few years before those constitutional reforms are implemented.

4. Calls for the governments of Europe to commit themselves to acting jointly in matters of security and defence.

5. Calls for European governments not to get involved or offer support to the USA by engaging in possible interventions in other parts of the world without a clear mandate of the UN Security Council pursuing a stated aim of the intervention, and only as a response to direct threats to international security.

6. Demands that all such interventions should observe all conventions of international law and all actors should respect these laws.

7. Strongly condemns the view that any country could be called and/or represent an “axis of evil” in the world.

8. Condemns the ignorant and undiplomatic approach of the current government of the USA to international affairs.

9. Calls on the European leaders to act together in the world in a strong and united way to promote international peace.
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