Resolution adopted by The Federal Committee of the Young European Federalists (JEF), meeting in Munich on March 30-31 and April 1

ON JEF-EUROPE CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES

Realising that, despite the welcome efforts of the Nice Summit towards clearing institutional obstacles to enlargement and setting a timetable for the EU accession of the states currently negotiating, the preconditions necessary to guarantee a successful enlargement have not yet been fulfilled;

Noting that the traditional IGC method has proved unable to take the measures necessary to strengthen the Union’s capability for more democratic, transparent, and legitimate decision-making;

Reiterating our call for the European governments to move together towards a united and federal Europe, and recognising the need to continue the debate within JEF on the idea of a federal core in the context of the post-Nice process;

Reaffirming our commitment towards an enlarged, federal European Union as well as the need for stronger public engagement in debates on the future of Europe;

Keeping in mind that Young European Federalists (JEF) is an organisation which gathers together young federalists from 30 European countries and that a common ground needs to be maintained in order to unite all these federalist movements, both inside and outside of the European Union:

THE ORGANISATION OF YOUNG EUROPEAN FEDERALISTS directs its campaigning activities prior to the 2001 Congress towards:

1. Condemning the traditional IGC method as unsuitable for the functioning of a democratic and efficient Union as well as for bringing into life the ideal of citizens’ involvement in shaping the future of European integration;

2. Gathering of a Constitutional Convention which would comprise representatives from the applicant countries as well as those of the Union in order to produce a simplified, concise, and transparent federal Constitution for the whole of Europe;

3. Recognising the role of this European Constitution as a means of introducing democratic procedures, and the division of powers between the member states and the European institutions, such as a legitimate and accountable European Commission;

4. Continuing efforts to transform the status of the Charter of Fundamental Rights into a legally binding document, in order to render the Charter the instrument of effective protection of citizens’ rights;

5. Strengthening efforts towards a broader public discussion on the future of Europe in line with the Swedish Presidency’s efforts towards greater transparency in the Union;

6. Urging the Member States to take the necessary decisions regarding the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy and Structural Funds in the light of enlargement;

7. Demanding that the first wave of enlargement for the best prepared candidates take place no later than by the end of 2003 and continuing efforts to win greater public support for enlargement among the public in EU member states as well as in the applicant countries;

8. Supporting the process of stabilisation and association of South Eastern Europe as a first step towards EU enlargement to the region, with the enlargement process beginning with those democratic countries which meet the EU’s criteria.

To this end, training activities are planned in Berlin and Gothenburg ahead of a joint campaigning week at the turn of the Belgian/Gothenburg Presidency.

The EB are requested to develop activities based on the following proposals and PC 2 on Enlargement is requested to make further proposals focusing on the enlargement aspects.

I  JEF cooperation with European Parliament and European Commission

1. Youth Conference with Members of Parliament and Commission of the EU

a. JEF-Europe organises a conference for representatives of youth organisations (Brussels) in the autumn - with participation of Members of Commission and Parliament.

2. National action towards MEPs

a. National sections in EU countries take lobby action towards Members of European Parliament of their nationality. 

II  JEF approaches to national governments

3. Letters to Heads of Governments

a. All national sections send letters to their national governments in order to ask their support for transparency as well as for Convention method and for Constitutional mandate in the context of the next reform – and to ask an initiative for a step towards a European Federation

III JEF approaches to national (as well as regional and local) parliaments

4. Petitions/ letters to Speakers of the parliaments and parliamentary groups

a. All national sections approach their national parliaments with their petitions on EU future work during the spring 2001 in order to encourage the national parliament to be involved in the debate in the future of EU (method, mandate)

5. Hearings with parliamentarians at national, regional and local parliaments

a. All sections organise a hearing at the parliament (of their level) in order to encourage the parliamentarians to participate the debate in the future of EU (method, mandate)

6. Cooperation with/ Creation of Inter-groups for EU Constitution

a. Those national sections that evaluate an Inter Group as an option in their political reality approach their national parliaments in order to create an Inter-Group for EU Constitution (esp. Belgium, Finland, Portugal, Czech Republic, Slovenia)

7. Dialogue with MPs on national level as well as transnational level

a. All national sections make joint effort with their neighbouring JEF sections to support transnational networks of parliamentarians for EU Constitution (f.Ex. Nordic-Baltic JEF meeting with national parliamentarians in context of Swedish Presidency together with Baltic Youth Forum, South-East European meeting,…) 

IV. JEF approaches to civil society

8. Transnational Campaign Day week to approach citizens

a. All national, regional and local sections organise campaign activities (street action, stalls, collection of signatures, manifestation, demonstration,…) to involve citizens in the movement for constitutional European democracy

9. Initiatives for NGO alliances with International European Movement 
a. All national sections of JEF/UEF proposes to national sections of IEM to establish a national platform on civil society to discuss on the future work of the EU and the next IGC during this spring

10. Initiatives for Youth NGO alliances with members of European Youth Forum 

a. JEF-Europe maintains a network of Youth NGOs (like European Youth Forum and European youth political parties) that are willing to follow-up the Post-Nice Debate and promote a democratic European Constitution

b. All national sections of JEF proposes to both National Youth Councils and political youth organisations to organise a joint event (following the model of JEF colloquim in EP) and to give out a joint statement on the future work of the EU

11. Initiatives for NGO Summit Events during Swedish and Belgian Presidencies
a. JEF-Europe organises together with respective national sections public events with NGO participation in the context of Swedish and Belgian Presidencies

V. JEF Policy in the years 2002-2003

12. Draft Resolution to be prepared for Congress

a. JEF-Europe (EB&FC) will prepare a draft Congress resolution on Campaign Framework for 2002-2003 including the detailed demands for Constitutional Convention (based on its mandate) and the action plan to campaign for these demands - as well as a strategy to support the applicant sections to be prepared for referendum campaigns on the referenda of the EU membership treaties   

