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	Jeunes Européens Fédéralistes 

Young European Federalists  
International Organisation


EP 3 - Resolution on European Party System adopted by the Federal Committee of JEF Europe meeting in Budapest, 22-24 March 2002 
Aware of the historical chance of the Convention to draw a new, more democratic order of Europe 

JEF – Europe: 

stresses its demand for a transparent and legitimate European Federation;

points to one of the basic functions of any federation that is to integrate heterogeneous societies while preserving their cultural and/or political autonomy;

recognises the great impact of the model of representative democracy on communication between societies and political elites;

is concerned by the extremely low level of turnout at European Parliament elections;

regrets the slowness of the progress that has been made to date towards the development of a European Party system, with the current European ‘Parties’ being little more than an amalgamation of their national member parties with weak, lowest-common-denominator policy platforms to match;
takes note of Article 191 of the EC Treaty, Resolution of the European Parliament on December, 10th 1996 and the Nice Treaty’s call upon creation of Pan-European Political Parties and hence:

	CALLS FOR THE CREATION OF A EUROPEAN PARTY SYSTEM AS  AN ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TRUE EUROPEAN DEMOCRACY


Furthermore JEF Europe:

considers a European Party System as able to integrate diverse ideological, social and political interests along functional, rather than territorial lines and in this manner as crucial for polity-formation and the creation of European Awareness;

takes into account that the introduction of real party-democracy in Europe will make the political life of EU more open and inclusive, as well as subject to greater transparency and public scrutiny; 

highlights the role of political parties in executing political responsibility;

calls for a strong European Political Party Statute (???) that would be define a European Party as one represented as a Group in the EP (according to the EP rules of procedure) or in no less than 3 national Parliaments;

proposes a combination of state AND private financing allocated in proportion to representation in the EP or the 3 national Parliaments, and stringent regulation of private finances to prevent problems of “soft money”, and consequently

	EMPHASISES THAT THE DEVELOPMENT OF A FULLY-FUNCTIONING PARTY SYSTEM (INCLUDING EUROPE-WIDE POLITICAL PROGRAMMES AND CANDIDATES STANDING FOR ELECTION AS REPRESENTATIVES OF EUROPEAN PARTIES)  ARE  CRUCIAL ELEMENTS OF THE TRUE EUROPEAN FEDERAL GOVERNMENT JEF IS AIMING TO ACHIEVE.




