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	Jeunes Européens Fédéralistes 

Young European Federalists  
International Organisation


EP 1 - Resolution on the Convention adopted by the Federal Committee of JEF Europe meeting in Budapest, 22-24 March 2002

The Federal Committee of JEF Europe warmly welcomes the launch of the Convention on the Future of Europe of 28 February 2002 as a real opportunity for a more radical and long overdue reform of the European Union and a chance for the citizens to participate in the debate on their common European future.  

Recalling the priorities adopted in EP8 at the Congress in Vienna in November 2001, which called for the establishment of a common federalist campaign strategy, JEF-Europe welcomes the establishment of Federalist Voice: Network for a European Constitution, a common platform regarding the Convention together with the Union of European Federalists, the International European Movement, and other like-minded organisations, to lobby the Convention and present federalist solutions in the reform process; and,

Also welcomes the establishment of a common plattform of Youth-Organisation, initiated by JEF, which will together formulate their demands towards the convention. JEF-Europe and its member-sections will have a strong impact on this forum by organising the convention-bulletin and the www.constitutional-convention.net homepage.

We reiterate the need to lobby the Convention to accept the federalist solution – a federal Constitution for the whole of Europe – to resolving the challenges facing the EU and believe that these common platforms represent a real chance for our voices to be heard.

Emphasising the need to increase public awareness and involvement in the reform process, as a mean of strengthening the Union and increasing public support for the Convention, the FC therefore calls on the Executive Bureau of JEF Europe to establish a programme of activities designed to promote public awareness of the Convention process; and

Encourages all national, regional, and local sections of JEF to develop strategies for working together with the national, regional, and local sections of those organisations represented in the Federalist Voice platform, in order to raise public awareness of the Convention process in their communities; and to lobby national representatives in the Convention to support the federalist position, especially through supporting the Federalist Intergroup within the Convention.

A European Federal Constitution 

JEF-Europe demands that the Convention establish a federal Constitution. This Constitution should  lead to a truly federal structure. It should be made up out of three elements: the Charter of Fundamental Rights; a new division of competencies; and a clear and completely reformed political structure.

Charter of Fundamental Rights:

This Charter, as proclaimed in Nice in December 2000, lays down the rights and responsibilities of the citizens of the European Union, and must form a central part of a future European Constitution. It must be justiciable at the European Court of Justice. 

New division of competencies:

A clear division of competences is essential for ensuring that the people of Europe are able to understand what level of government is responsible for decisions taken, and to enhance transparency and accountability in the European system. This division of competences must be based on the principles of subsidiarity, closeness to the citizens, and efficiency.  

One has to acknowledge that on the one hand there is hardly any issue that does not affect the European level, whereas the tendency of a daily growing bureaucracy in Brussels contradicts the principle of subsidiarity.

Any division must clearly delineate those issues which will remain the exclusive competence of the European level, and those which must be mixed competencies, reflecting the complexity of policy-making in the European system. The Convention must propose a common European framework for the mixed competencies, within which there is scope for differentiated involvement by the various levels of government. This framework should also protect the freedom of member states to define their own policies and legislation where appropriate.

The EU needs to be able to speak with one voice in the world in order to protect its interests and to further its values of democracy and respect for the rule of law and human rights. Foreign and security policy should therefore be a common policy of the Union. 

For transparent and accountable control over EU-expenditure the EU must be equipped with power over its own resources, and the European Parliament must have full budgetary power.  

Political structures:

Today’s ‘triangle’ is the wrong institutional solution for the European Union. In order to achieve a federal and democratic European Union there need to be a clear separation of powers.

a) legislative powers:

All legislation has to be done by a two-chamber parliament. In the hypothesis of the creation of a second chamber, the first chamber would be today’s European Parliament. The second chamber would be the Council, which has to be reformed into a genuine chamber representing the member-states and where necessary the legislative regions. All political issues that are within the competencies of the EU have to be decided by both of the chambers in co-decision.

b) executive powers:

The only executive body of the European Union has to be a European government. The European Commission has to be reformed into such a government under one European president. This president will be elected by the European Parliament. Today’s commissioners will be replaced with true ministers. These ministers will be appointed by the President under the criteria of qualification, not of national citizenship.

c) judicial powers:

All judicial powers have to lay in the hands of the European Court of Justice.

JEF Europe’s priorities

In order to convince the Convention as well as the public of these goals there will be the following activity-priorities for JEF-Europe:

-stimulation of public debate at both the European and national levels, to build public support for the work of the Convention and to ensure that the results of the Convention cannot be put aside or ignored by the member states in a subsequent IGC. 

-to build sufficient support to ensure that the work of the Convention is not held hostage to the special interest or the concerns of a minority of representatives

All the federalist organisations and their member-sections should support the establishment and work of a Federalist Intergroup within the Convention.

