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EP04 European mobility – remove the European visa borders now!  

 

JEF Europe, 

 

Considers that: 

 

(1) The right to mobility is a fundamental human right, enshrined in the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights of 1948, in its article 13(2), which states that “Everyone has the right to 

leave any country, including his own, and to return to his country”; 

(2) Mobility is officially regarded by the EU as having an intense educational impact in two 

respects: as the prime mechanism for fostering European citizenship and pluralist societies 

on the one hand, and as a prime asset for a competitive labour force along the lines of the 

Lisbon strategy on the other. 

 

Acknowledges, 

 

- The efforts made by the EU institutions and by the Council of Europe to determine the 

causes of the existing limits to mobility, make recommendations and catalogue best 

practices. 

- The rise of NGO campaigns for the abolishment of the VISA system in Europe. 

 

Notes with concern that, 

 

(1) Owing to national security and migration concerns, the obstacles to mobility are still 

manifold, consisting mainly in cumbersome and costly visa procedures with unpredictable 

results; 

(2) The European Council this year decided to double the visa-fee, in such way moving further 

away from the goal of European integration and freedom of mobility; 

(3) Such obstacles and their results have been suffered by JEF itself in its activities, ranging 

from training seminars to statutory meetings, with particular disappointment since one of 

our main goals is to actively build European citizenship; 

(4) The concerns about national security seem to regard mobility as a threat, thus forgetting 

that it ranks among the best possible investments in this regard, owing to its long-lasting 

effects in terms of sensitization, intercultural learning, personal cross-border relations, 

European identity and civil society building. 

(5) The EU’s present visa regime for the countries of Western Balkans is fostering resentment, 

inhibiting progress on trade, business, education and civil society development. This 



contributes negatively to the regional stability and is stalling the process of integration of 

these countries into the EU itself. 

(6) The visa mechanism does not function as an obstacle against organized crime and 

corruption. 

 

JEF Europe therefore: 

 

- Recognises the VISA system as an overly restrictive tool that hampers development and 

the integration of Europe; 

- Believes in equal opportunities for all Europeans, no matter the country of origin, and 

highlights especially young people across Europe’s need of freedom of mobility; 

- Commits itself to campaigning for a VISA free Europe. 

 

 

In light of this JEF demands: 

 

(1) A transition towards visa-free travel in Europe, and the eventual abolition of visa 

requirements  for all non-employment related purposes for citizens of all the Member 

States of the Council of Europe. 

(2) The immediate abolition of visa fees in Europe, as well as the adoption of a European-wide 

visa procedure which is transparent and rapid; 

(3) An immediate revision of the common consular instruments in Europe to achieve a 

simplified visa attaining process. 

 

Adopted by the Federal Committee of JEF-Europe in Athens, October 2006 


