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Acknowledging that the new European Neighbourhood Policy, which aims at preventing the emergence of new dividing lines between the enlarged EU and its neighbours and to offer them the chance to participate in various EU activities, through greater political, security, economic and cultural cooperation, is a well-intended approach to construct a common European foreign and security policy towards some of its Eastern and Southern neighbours. 
JEF-Europe firmly believes in the benefits of a stable and democratic
neighbourhood for the European Union. The European Union’s relations
to its three new eastern neighbours - Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova – are of utmost importance in determining the safety of its borders and its relations with Russia. Now more than ever, it is time for the European Union to make a strong commitment in the region and ensure the democratic development of these countries. 

Therefore JEF-Europe: 
Believes a clear differentiation between the Union´s strategy developed towards Belarus, Ukraine and Moldova on the one hand and the southern dimension of the New Neighbourhood Policy on the other hand is essential 

Welcomes the results of the last elections in the Ukraine as the first Step towards the democratization of the country, setting an example to other countries in the region. -

- calls for the EU to establish a clear and long term strategy towards Ukraine, Moldova, and Belarus.

- welcomes the Commission action plans for Ukraine and Moldova
as a good starting point from which to develop the enlarged Union’s relations with its neighbours. 

- urges the EU to come up with a strategy paper towards
Belarus as the isolationist approach has brought about little change.

- highlights the fact that it is essential to keep alive a possibility for Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus of one day becoming members for the EU. 

- calls for the EU actively to uphold the principles of the EU’s Copenhagen
criteria in the region in regard to respect for human rights and freedom of expression.

, taking into consideration the particularities of the economic, political and social processes in the three countries and adapting its policies accordingly 

- calls for the EU actively to uphold the principles of the EU’s Copenhagen
criteria in the region in regard to respect for human rights and freedom of expression, and play an active role in promoting these values through pressure on the governments and support local actors in the field. 

- believes that the ongoing conflict in Transdnistria and the poor democratic record and extensive human rights violations in Belarus demand special attention from the EU  

- believes it is high time for the EU to open up official representation in both Minsk and Chisinau. 

- calls for deeper economic integration to promote the free movement of persons, goods, services and capital. 

- stresses the need for the EU to provide a viable alternative to Russia’s power politics in the region. 

- calls for a stronger involvement of the civil society in ensuring the democratic development of the region.
- underlines the vital role that youth NGO´s play in the general development of the civil society and recognizes the importance of EU Youth inititaves in these countries.

- is actively going to contribute in the building of the youth civil society and committ itself to suppport existing JEF-sections and initatives to establish new JEF-sections in these countries
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The Young European Federalists (JEF) is a supranational, political pluralistic youth organisation with about 25.000 members in over 35 European countries. The aim of JEF is to work for the creation of a European federation, as a first step towards peace and more free, just and democratic society. Our ideas are spread through international activities and youth exchanges, publications, public actions and co-operation with other youth-organisations. 

JEF is partly financially supported by the European Youth Foundation of the Council of Europe and the European Union.


