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EP 03, On the European Parliament Elections

JEF-Europe affirms

-
Its commitment to the vision of a federal structure of the institutions of the European Union with the European Parliament becoming a true ‘lower house’, the democratically elected primary legislature of the EU of the future.

-
Its determination to see the European Parliament continue to expand its legislative role, hope for which can be found in the preliminary draft for a European Constitution produced by the Convention, thanks in part to the decisive role played by MEPs in the Convention.

-
Its demand that the European Parliament shall make the most of its present opportunities to hold the European Commission to account and that the link of accountability between these institutions should be strengthened in the future by introducing a system by which the European Parliament elects the President of the European Commission.

-
Its opinion that the European Parliament will only become a truly effective legislature when elections are fought by European political parties, each with a coherent Europe-wide policy platform.

JEF Europe welcomes

- the recent adoption of the agreement on subsidies and finance regulation of European parties, coming after a long time of debate. Nevertheless a more far-reaching statute of parties is required, which also needs to define the function of parties.

JEF-Europe regrets

-
The low turnout at the European Parliament elections in 1999, and an overall perception that voting in European Parliament elections ‘doesn’t change anything’.

-
The tendency in many member states to send their second rate candidates to the European Parliament, while high flyers remain in the national parliaments.

-
The lack of political direction and leadership shown within the European Parliament between 1999 and 2004, and the lack of willingness to challenge the status quo.

JEF Europe asks for the European elections:

1. The citizens of the Union need to be aware of the election rules and need to accept them. The rules have to be transparent as well as fair and have to be legally binding in all of the member states.

2.
A minimum of ten per cent of the members to be elected via European lists. Those list have to be set up by European parties. Parties that receive more than five per cent of the vote through the lists will be represented in the EP.

3.
The remaining members will be elected via European electoral districts, which can be transnational, under a single European electoral procedure. Each member state should be allocated three MEP seats. Additional seats are allocated proportional to population.

4.
This system shall be designed to prevent an increase in the total of delegates due to excess mandates (Überhangmandate) as it is possible for instance in the FRG.

5. The number of more than 736 seats, which is foreseen in the draft Constitution, is not an option in the long run. Until 2009, or at the latest until 2014, the number of seats should be a maximum of 700.

6. The European parties should designate their candidates for the post of President of the Commission before the European elections. Everything has to be done for the establishment of a European awareness - as pursued by article 45 of the draft Constitution.

JEF-Europe resolves to

-
Push strongly for the creation of genuine European political parties that propose true European solutions to European challenges, and are more than simply an amalgam of national political parties, and to lobby political parties to adopt federalist approaches for the future institutional structure of the European Union.

-
Lobby political parties to put forward candidates for the position of President of the Commission, candidates that would be chosen for the Commission according to the results of the European Parliament elections.

-
Run an information and motivation campaign in the run-up to the 2004 European elections with the aim of explaining to young people the importance of the Parliament today and why it must be strengthened if the EU is to become effective and democratically legitimate in the future.

-
call for the overall increase in democratic resources of the citizens of Europe by drastically increasing the dissemination of information about the policies and functioning of the Union, both through utilizing new techniques for spreading information, such as SMS, e-mail, networking and through known techniques, such as information campaigns and programs;


Cooperate with other young organisations in order to best achieve these aims, but only where it is in JEF’s interests to do so.

-
Make the days around Europe Day (9th May 2004) the prime focus of the campaign - a Europe Week of activities across Europe.

-
The project will be organised in a highly decentralised manner, using the following activities:


Street stalls with information materials, interactive games, music and theatre

· Euro-Buses touring many cities in a region disseminating information

· Debates between panels of experts and audiences of young people

· Debates and round-tables organised in high schools to inform pupils about the European Union

· Mock Euro-elections held in schools

· Taking use in new technology to spread information about the functioning of the Union such as a multi-lingual and disabled-compatible website (yes-to-europe, to be established before the end of 2003) and e-mail information bulletin to disseminate information

· Model referendums on the necessity of a real European public debate and the building of a truly federal Europe.
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