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	Junge Europäische Föderalisten 
Jeunes Européens Fédéralistes
Young European Federalists
Organisation internationale
FEDERAL COMMITTEE 

Barcelona, Spain 26-28 March 2004


EP02 - on the restrictions on the free movement of people after the 1st of May 2004

JEF Europe Federal Committee meeting 26.3. -28.3.2004 Barcelona

Regrets:

· The recent decisions made by almost all the current member states of the European Union to put any long restrictions on the free movement of labour and people from 8 of the new member states after the 1st of May 2004.

· That also the countries that had initially committed themselves not to put restrictions on the free movement of labour and people, have changed their positions and imposed some sort of restrictions.

· The length of the restrictions in Germany and Austria (7 years), which might encourage other member states to continue the restrictions even after two years.

Points out:

· The recent survey made by the Commission, which shows that completely free movement of people and labour from the beginning of the 1st of May 2004 would only encourage 1 % of the population of the new member states to move into the current member states in the near future. This means 220 000 people in the union of 450 million people.

· That the free movement of labour and people are fundamental principles of the European Union, and these principles should not be violated.

· That divisions between the new and current member states may lead into the creation of ”first and second class EU-citizens”. This kind of development cannot be tolerated in the Union based on equality of its citizens. 

· That such decision has been made without a sound economic reason, but only for immediate political gains. 

· That the new member states are likely to follow the unfortunate example of setting restrictions on the free movement of people

Condemns:

· The view that there can be two types of European citizen. Only a united Europe, where equality is fully respected will be a prosperous one. 

· Negative propaganda attempting to portray citizens of the new EU member states as political problems rather than as part of our political family.

Urges:

· Current member states to abolish barriers to free movement of citizens from the new member states immediately.

· Current 15 member states in the Union of 25 to respect the fundamental values of the European Union and to promote the solidarity among the citizens of the enlarged EU.

· The European Commission to investigate the legality of these restrictions.

· All EU national governments to run and facilitate programmes welcoming the new EU member states and to promote a European demos in all 25 member states, and ensure full integration of new member states and their societies in the economic and political life of the Union
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