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The Young European Federalists welcome the initiative to adopt a “European Youth Pact”. The pact aims to address youth issues in the framework of the Lisbon process and to integrate youth matters into all EU policy areas. The ties of the European youth with the integration project could be strengthened by help of this approach. The development of European civil society has to be advanced especially among the young generation. The establishment of stronger European awareness is the precondition for future progress in Europe. 

A European civil society starts with the youth

The development of a European civil society has to be promoted by long term measures. Despite all progress, the European civil society has only started to exist. For its development the youth plays a key role. Young people are best placed able to judge problems in their personal sphere. Therefore they should be involved more closely in decision-making processes. Moreover, the exchange, the dialogue and the creation of networks in these fields should be extended. 
Our Demands
The Young European Federalists demand to adopt concrete actions in order to supply the symbolic value of European Youth Pact with an active policy:

1. Strengthening the European dimension of voluntary activity.

In all member states of the European Union many youngsters participate in various projects. They are an important part of a European civil society. On European, national, regional and local level activities should be created in order to promote the idea of an international aspect on the local level as well. 
2. A better use of cross-border co-operation

The cross-border co-operation has been developed to one of the most visible phenomena of the integration process. In the field of voluntary activities of young people there is a potential for further improvements.  Still, many linguistic and administrative obstacles hamper cross-border co-operation. The actors on all levels should abolish these obstacles and promote the cross-border co-operation of youngsters. 

3. Extension of the European Voluntary Service

The European Voluntary Service offers the possibility to link social activities with a valuable experience abroad. The existing number and scope of EVS opportunities is limited and should be increased. 
4. Europe – a topic for education in schools
The decisions of European politics and problems of Europe-wide importance should be perceived more intensively by young people. Therefore, European topics should become part of the curricula of all branches of school education. Possible means are: increasing awareness of higher importance on language learning and more use of exchange programme for all. A mainstreaming approach would be advisable. The objective of multilingualism should be fulfilled. At school, a higher importance should be given on language learning. This should start a very early age. Exchange programmes should become a standard in all schools. Special scholarships should help to overcome financial obstacles. These programmes have to be especially targeted to socially disadvantaged youngsters
5. Promotion of mobility and exchange at university

Europe’s universities are a key element for the creation of European area of education and research. Still, there are obstacles for the mobility of students and academics and the linkage of research institutions is often burdened with problems. The strengths of the European university systems are also rooted in their variety. Emphasis should be placed on recognition of diplomas in all EU member states, and a decentralised approach to university education maintained. 
6. A more European approach of vocational training

Especially, in the field of vocational training, the European dimension is underdeveloped. Besides better information about EU-programmes, more language courses and exchange programmes should be offered in companies. The possibilities of EUROPASS as passport for employees should be exploited in a consequent manner. 

7. Work life balance 

Focus should not be placed uniquely on the labour market in the Lisbon process and its impact on young people. In times of demographic change, issues of working hours, work- life balance and childcare should not be neglected  
8. Fostering the access to employment for young people who are particularly hit by unemployment or by precarious situations in the employment market. Action should be taken to tackle this worrying situation which jeopardizes the ties between the young generation and the European society. A new approach focusing on young people should be enhanced in all EU initiatives dedicated to employment; among others, the EU- employment strategy should propose more guidelines specifically elaborated in favour of youth employment.
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The Young European Federalists (JEF) is a supranational, political pluralistic youth organisation with about 25.000 members in over 35 European countries. The aim of JEF is to work for the creation of a European federation, as a first step towards peace and more free, just and democratic society. Our ideas are spread through international activities and youth exchanges, publications, public actions and co-operation with other youth-organisations. 
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