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JEF-EUROPE,

Considering the development of extreme right movements;

Deeply concerned about their political successes and accession to power in several European countries;

Stressing that “fundamental human rights” can only be deemed “fundamental” if they apply to all, at all level of society;

Appalled by the permanence of prejudices and discrimination against Sinti and Roma;

Appalled by the creeping or obvious racism targeting Muslims and people of Arabic origin, especially since the 11th September 2001;

Appalled by the permanence and recent surge of Anti-Semitism, especially in the context of the Israel-Palestine conflict;

Appalled by all types of discrimination based on religious or allegedly racial characteristics;

Appalled by the permanence of homophobic behaviours and prejudices;

Declares the right of every individual of any background, circumstances or lifestyle, to live their lives free from oppression, discrimination or prejudice

Extreme Right Movements

Strongly condemns the participation of extreme right and/or populist movements or political parties in governments of the European Union;

Calls on the Convention to make the Charter of Fundamental Rights into a legally binding document, not only on the EU institutions and Member States when they apply EU law, but also when they apply national law;

Demands that the European Constitution grant the Union power to enforce respect of human rights in all its policies and throughout its territory. This will be achieved by holding violation of human rights to be contrary to European law;

Discriminations and “Race” Relations

Demands that more actions are taken to fight the development of Anti-Muslim, Anti-Arab, Anti-Semitic and xenophobic attacks, abuses and discriminations;

Believes in particular that the attacks of September 11th, 2001, and of the Israel-Palestine conflict should under no circumstances reflect on the internal relations between, and on the integration of, the Jewish and Muslim communities in Europe;

Reaffirms the need of a united society, in which different groups of people actually interact and enrich themselves through intercultural exchanges, rather than live side by side;

Expresses its deep concern about the so-called antiterrorist legislations taken throughout Europe and at the EU level. The events of September 11th have essentially been used as a pretext to strengthen further “Fortress Europe” and to criminalize immigration;

Therefore calls on the EU to have a more human approach to immigrants and asylum seekers and fight in all possible ways police brutality and inhuman detention conditions of which they too often are victims;

Education and Fight Against Racism

Believes the lessons of the past have not been completely learned in any European countries;

Calls on education curricula to fully acknowledge national responsibilities in the massacres perpetrated against Jews, Sinti and Roma, and Homosexuals during the Second World War; as well as the other equivalent crimes and discriminations, the official recognition of which might harm national pride

Notes with deep regret that many European countries still have not enacted laws criminalizing expressions of xenophobic, racist, homophobic or anti-Semitic feelings, namely in the media;

Believes that racism and xenophobia are just another expression of the lack of European spirit in the current EU;

Education and European Spirit

Wishes to remind present and future member states of the “ever closer union” between the peoples of Europe that characterises the European integration process;

Believes that this contradicts the divisive forces that affect many European countries. Those too often denote at best mistrust, and usually a feeling of hatred and prejudice against other people, which are all clearly incompatible with the objectives of European integration;

Calls on those Member States countries engaged in such divisions or oppositions to put an end to them. In that respect, education programmes should be used neither as a divisive political tool nor as a means to impose a homogenised culture, but as a way to promote exchanges and mutual enrichment within and between European countries and citizens;

Calls on candidate countries harmed by such divisions or oppositions to put an end to them before the enlargement has taken place, and asks the European Union to use its financial help as an incentive in that purpose;

DEMANDS, FINALLY

that the European Constitutional convention and the present and future member States of the European Union take all the necessary steps to turn the EU into a genuine, compassionate and humanistic Federation.

Annex

Non-exhaustive list of European countries affected by racism and violation of human rights


Belgique/België:
anti-semitism



Anti-Arab racism



Police brutality


Bălgarija:
Discriminations and brutality against the Sinti and Roma (many of them under age)



Police brutality and torture



Degrading and inhuman imprisonment conditions for mentally ill people



No comprehensive anti-discrimination law


Česko:
racist violence against Sinti and Roma. Police and judicial passivity.



Police violence


Danmark:



Deutschland:
Development of neo-nazi groups



Islamic fundamentalism



Police brutality and racism


Eesti:



Ellas/Eλλασ:
Police violence against foreigners, immigrants and asylum seekers, impunity



Discriminatory and punitive nature of the civil service replacing the military service for conscientious objectors.



Discriminations and racism against Sinti and Roma 


España:
Anti-Arab racism and discrimination against seasonal immigrants



Deportation of Moroccan children.


France:
Police brutality and racism, notably against asylum-seekers, foreigners established in France, under age persons,



Anti-Arab racism, police violence, “délit de sale gueule”



Anti-Semitic attacks, insults and violences in many French suburbs (banlieues),



Anti-Kurdish racism



Islamic fundamentalism



Inhuman and degrading standard of living in prisons


Ireland/Eire:
cruel, inhuman and degrading living conditions for mentally ill people


Italia:
police violence, torture in prisons


Latvijas:
prison overpopulation


Lietuvos:
inhuman and degrading detention conditions in short-term police detention centres. 


Nederland:



Norge:



Makedonija:
Discrimination and violences against the Albanian (Muslim) minority, summary executions, indiscriminate bombing of villages, civilian killings,



Violence and attempts of ethnic cleansing by UÇK



Discriminations against the Gypsy minority (even by the police)


Magyarország:
Discrimination against Sinti and Roma, widespread anti-Semitism


Moldavija:
Torture and police brutality. Prison overpopulation 


Österreich:
Discrimination against homosexuals (higher minimum age of consent)



Police brutalities


Polska:
Racist violences against Sinti and Roma, African refugees. Lack of police action.



Widespread anti-Semitism


Portugal:
Torture in prisons, police brutality, impunity.


România:
Police brutality and torture



Homophobic discriminations


Slovensko:
Racist attacks and police brutality against Sinti and Roma


Suomi/Finland:
Discriminatory nature of the civil service replacing the military service for conscientious objectors, and imprisonment of those refusing to perform it.



Alleged police racism against Somalia natives


Sverige:
Police violence


United Kingdom:
Religious hatred in Ulster



Race riots



Islamic fundamentalism



Police violence. Torture and racism in prisons.
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