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EP01 Resolution to Enhance Measures of Anti-discrimination Concerning Roma  

 

 

Roma are one of the largest minorities in Europe with 7 million people within the EU and 12-15 

million throughout the whole continent, according to a European Parliament Report from 2005 

(RC\56509). The number of Roma living in the EU will rise with Romania and Bulgaria joining the 

Union in 2007. 

 

The latest reports of the European Parliament concerning the situation of Roma, Sinti and 

Travellers and Roma women in the EU have shown that the community legislation on that subject 

has not been fully implemented by Member States.  

  

Roma continue to face discrimination and social exclusion to varying degrees throughout the EU 

and candidate countries. Trends of discrimination on ethnic grounds are reflected in practices of 

authorities such as:  

- School segregation, where children are placed in separated classrooms or schools and do not 

have access to the same quality and mainstream education as their peers in the majority 

groups, 

- Ghettoization (described as separating the Roma from the rest of the community regardless of 

Roma cultural preference to reside in ethnically delimited neighbourhoods) and lack of 

effective action against the ghettoization phenomenon, 

- Lack of official documents due to administrative failure to incorporate Roma populations into all 

spheres of society, 

- Exclusion from social protection measures, 

- Lack of access to health care, 

- Police brutality, 

- High unemployment and job insecurity. 

  

Such discrimination practices lead to social exclusion of Roma from society and transform them 

into second rank citizens or non citizens depriving them of exercising fundamental civil rights and 

enjoying basic civil liberties.  

  

In light of the present situation and the objectives of the 2007 European Year of Equal 

Opportunities for all, JEF Europe expresses its concern for the discrimination against Roma.  

  

JEF Europe believes in a Europe of citizens and a Europe of diversity. Therefore we consider 

that continuing practices of discrimination will deprive a large proportion of the population of the 

European Union from exercising full citizenship rights and electing representatives at all levels.  

  

JEF Europe urges all European states to take positive action in order to improve the current 

status of Roma such as: 

- To fully comply with EC anti-discrimination legislation, 

- To build policies to enhance access to education, health care and social protection in order to 

effectively ensure equal opportunities for all. Respect for ethnic and cultural identity should lie 

at the basis of all positive action, 



- Develop strategies to increase civic participation of Roma in elections as voters and 

candidates at all levels. 

 

JEF Europe calls on the European states to support civil society actions aimed at promoting 

public awareness on the issue of anti-discrimination legislation. 

 

JEF Europe affirms its belief that all measures of anti-discrimination and integration policies must 

have a European dimension and must reflect cooperation between Member States and 

Community institutions. 

 

Finally, JEF welcomes the European Parliament initiative of creating an EU Agency for 

Fundamental Rights starting in 2007 to take over the responsibilities of the European Monitoring 

Center on Racism and Xenophobia, until the Charter of Fundamental Rights enters into force as 

part of the Constitutional Treaty. 

 

JEF maintains its belief that all citizens should be equal in rights and duties and should have 

equal opportunities in exercising them, regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation and physical  

or mental disabilities. 

 
Adopted by the Federal Committee of JEF-Europe in Athens, October 2006 

 


