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EP 01 - Resolution on Campaigning for the Constitution

Adopted by FC – Slovenia, 03/05-
Bearing in mind that the EU is at the start of the process of ratification of the Constitution by its Member States and that this period will require additional engagement of pro-Constitution forces of civil society and other actors:

JEF-Europe welcomes:

· the successful Parliamentary Ratifications of Lithuania, Hungary and Slovenia by a clear majority, which in itself shows the political will of the national Higher Institutions to be engaged fully in the European project;

· the overwhelming majority of the YES vote in the Spanish referendum and the endeavors of the Spanish Government to promote the Constitution;
· the decision ot the European Parliament to engage actively in the pro Constitution campaign 

Observes:

· the lack of enthusiasm and will of the Yes side to mobilize itself to support the ratification of the Constitution; 

· that the pro-Constitution campaigns have not proved to be sufficiently appealing to the citizens of Europe;

· that the public identifies the various pro-Constitution campaigns mostly with the public institutions or political establishment which causes a general feeling of apathy and decreases the will to engage actively in these campaigns;
· the existing capacity and willingness of the anti-Constitution campaigns to organise themselves successfully with easy-to-understand arguments and visible presence;
· the unclear positions on the side of the European Commission and several national governments. The Constitution is a result of the work of all these bodies and therefore they should mobilise all the possible means to communicate the Constitution for the citizens and also campaign efficiently for it.

Therefore JEF-Europe

Urges

· the European Commission to adopt a final position in favour of the ratification, since part of the Commission obligations is to inform the European citizens directly about the developments in and the decisions of the European Union;
· the European Parliament to base its campaign on the Corbett/Mendez de Vigo report adopted with a huge majority on the 12th of January;
· the national governments of those countries that intend to hold a referendum to finally disclose their actual dates and in addition run Constitution; 
· the national governments of those countries that will have parliamentary ratifications to provide comprehensive information about the Constitution and its importance to the citizens;
· the MEPs, MPs, European and national political parties to clearly take a position on the Constitution and those in favour to run active pro Constitution campaigns in all member States and establish transnational networks to strengthen the European dimension of the campaign (unanimously carried by PC1).
· all the above mentioned bodies to support civil society organisations running pro-Constitution Campaigns ;
Furthermore JEF Europe stresses:

· that all efforts should be made to mobilise all the possible means to communicate the Constitution for the citizens in all the 25 member states in an understandable and clear way;
· that every European citizen should be able to obtain a free copy of the Constitution.

JEF-Europe also expresses its concern over the strong anti-Constitution campaigns organising visible actions around Europe that are attracting more and more young people.
Therefore JEF-Europe further urges:

· all its sections, especially in those EU member states holding referendums, to conduct pro-Constitution campaigns and activities in the framework of the YES campaign;
· all sections to look for possible coalitions of pro-Constitution civil society organisations and engage them in the campaigns;
· all sections to engage in the YES campaign activities in other countries in order to strengthen the transnational dimension of the campaign .
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