Resolution adopted by The Federal Committee of the Young European Federalists (JEF), meeting in Munich on March 30-31 and April 1

ON THE TREATY OF NICE RATIFICATION AND INTERGROUP STRATEGY

1. noting that on March 7, 2001 the Intergroup European Constitution in the European Parliament has launched the Appeal "Yes to a European Constitution, No to the spirit of Nice", now endorsed by almost 200 MEPs

2. expresses all its support to the Intergroup strategy and in particular to the "call on every parliamentarian concerned not to deliver their verdict on the Treaty of Nice until satisfied that the European Council is willing to contribute to this new beginning" by mandating a Constitutional Convention to draft a European Constitution

3. endorses the Appeal, attached hereto and integral part of this resolution, and commits to make all possible for it to be endorsed and implemented by the highest number of members of the European and national parliaments

4. invites all JEF national sections to make the same.

APPEAL

YES TO A CONSTITUTION FOR EUROPE

NO TO THE SPIRIT OF NICE
Yes to enlargement
The summit of Nice set out to give effect to the enlargement of the European Union by making it more efficient, transparent and democratic. This was the stated objective and, as numerous polls have demonstrated in our fifteen countries, it was what a large majority of European citizens expected. 

No to the spirit of Nice

Unfortunately, at Nice, most governments fought to preserve their prerogatives and sought to protect their future ability to block decisions they dislike. The accumulation of national interests led to collective paralysis. The Union emerges enfeebled, less close to the citizen and less welcoming to our future members. All those called upon to take up a position on the Treaty of Nice, parliamentarians and citizens alike, must know that it represents a step backwards for the European institutions, each of which is weakened. The requirements to achieve a majority vote in the Council, far from being simplified, are made much more complex, making decision-making more difficult. The European Parliament does not have the means to carry out effectively its legislative and political roles. The European Commission is in danger of becoming no more than a secretariat of the Council. In short, this treaty would turn Europe into a kind of permanent diplomatic forum rather than a political community - the very opposite of what those who have built Europe have fought for fifty years. 

For a European constitution

The governments have had to accept that a great public debate must now open up on the future of Europe. For us, this debate has meaning only if it launches a new start and the elaboration of a common project. It is high time for us to define what we want to do together, and to make of Europe a federation of peoples and states. Such a Europe needs a real constitution that guarantees a working democracy run by elected leaders. European decisions require European leaders accountable to all European citizens.

For a democratic convention

The constitutional approach requires a different methodology to that of Nice, namely that of a convention of elected representatives. The European constitution must be elaborated not by diplomats but by representatives of the people, drawn from both current member states and candidate countries, and so that those who are unwilling will not be able to block the union of the others. 

Taking action now

The Union must be ready for enlargement as from 2003. If the work on the constitutional settlement begins in 2001, it will be perfectly possible to complete it in time for the first of the new members, thereby enabling all European peoples and states to choose their place and role in Europe.

We invite all those who are attached to the building of Europe, no matter what their political allegiance and country of origin, to sign up as a supporter of the new constitution for a united Europe. 

We call on every parliamentarian concerned not to deliver their verdict on the Treaty of Nice until satisfied that the European Council is willing to contribute to this new beginning. 

